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ABSTRACT The leaf-cutting species Amoimyrmex silvestrii (Myrmecinae Attini) here it is reported from 
the first time from Bolivia.

INTRODUCTION 
 

Recently, in the taxonomic work of Cristiano 
et al. (2020), three taxa of the leaf-cutting ant 
genus Acromyrmex Mayr 1865 are been trans-
ferred to the new genus Amoimyrmex Cristiano, 
Cardoso et  Sandoval, 2020, based on molecular 

and morphological investigations. The new genus 
includes Amoimyrmex striatus (Roger, 1863), A. 
silvestrii (Emery, 1905) and A. bruchi (Forel, 
1912), all species having a smooth surface on the 
dorsum of the first tergite or weakly basally stri-
ated (while the surface is strongly tubercled in 
Acromyrmex).  
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Figure 1. Amoimyrmex silvestrii worker: body (left), gaster in dorsal view (right).



the author’s collection). In fact, this species was for-
merly lacking data from Bolivia, although, based 
on the distribution the presence in this country, had 
been speculated by Cristiano et al. (2020). Now, the 
presence is here confirmed.  

In Bolivia, the other Amoimyrmex reported is A. 
bruchi, which differs from A. silvestrii by the dif-
ferent aspect of the dorsal surface of the first tergite: 
smooth in A. bruchi, well striated in A. silvestrii.    
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The distribution of this genus is restricted to 
southern part of South America, and in particular: 
Amoimyrmex bruchi reported from Argentina, but 
also known from one Bolivian locality 
(Chocabamba). Amoimyrmex striatus reported 
from southern Brazil, but known also from one lo-
cality in the western part of Argentina and two 
from Uruguay also. Amoimyrmex silvestrii reported 
also from Argentina and from Paraguay (one re-
port). 

Therefore, the reports of Amoimyrmex out of Ar-
gentina and Brazil are very scarce and new reports 
are always interesting to define the actual distribu-
tion of its species.  

In this contest, I publish here a first report of 
Amoimyrmex silvestrii from Bolivia (Fig. 1) based 
on two workers collected in the East of the country: 
Bolivarian Chaco, Agua Caliente Santa Cruz, 
9.VIII.2007 leg. Zorzin R. (pin code: # 3189) (in 
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