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ABSTRACT

The Iraqi fauna of Cerambycidae is still under-researched. This article contributes to the

knowledge of the Cerambycidae fauna of Iraq by reviewing the updated literature, and re-
porting Phytoecia (Paracoptosia) urartica Kasatkin, 2015, as a new record for the Iraqi fauna.
Furthermore, this article also includes an additional Southern distributional range and inter-
esting localities of the recently described species, Dorcadion (Cribridorcadion) ringenbachi
Rapuzzi et Sama, 2018, and the Middle East widespread Purpuricenus wachanrui Levrat,

1858.
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INTRODUCTION

Longhorn beetles (Cerambycidae) are consid-
ered one of the most diverse, largest, and ecologi-
cally important families of Coleoptera (Wang 2017,
Rossa & Goczal, 2021). These beetles play impor-
tant roles in the forests as pollinators and scav-
engers (Rossa & Goczat, 2021). Their distributions
are mostly concentrated in the Oriental and Neor-
topical realms and slightly less in the Palearctic
realm (Wang, 2017, Rossa & Goczat, 2021).

The Iraqi fauna of Cerambycidae is still under-
researched. Regional and local wars, besides the un-
stable political situation, complicate the faunal
surveying processes. Based on the literature, the
current Iraqi fauna includes 64 species of Ceram-
bycidae within 33 genera and 5 subfamilies
(Danilevsky, 2020). Only few studies have been

published on the Fauna of Iraqi (Ismail, 1983, 2016;
Ozdikmen & Ali, 2012, 2017; Ozdikmen et al.,
2014) and this means that new research must be
carry on in order to have a complete idea about its
composition.

This article adds a new distributional range and
localities for some species as Purpuricenus wachan-
rui Levrat, 1858 and Dorcadion (Cribrodorcadion)
ringenbachi Rapuzzi et Sama, 2018. Furthermore,
Phytoecia (Paracoptosia) urartica Kasatkin, 2015
is added as a new record to the Cerambycidae fauna
in Iraq.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The beetle specimens were collected manually,
labeled, and mounted. Details of the morphology
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were investigated with a binocular Wild M3 stereo
microscope. The pictures of prepared specimens
were taken with a digital camera Olympus Stylus
Tough TG4, with an optical zoom 4.5-18.0 mm,
1:2.0-4.9. The specimens are deposited in the insect
collection of P. Rapuzzi.

RESULTS

Subfamilia CERAMBYCINAE Latreille, 1802
Tribus TRACHYDERINI Dupont, 1836
Genus Purpuricenus Dejean, 1821

Purpuricenus wachanrui Levrat, 1858

MATERIAL EXAMINED. Iraq, Kurdistan Region,
Sulaymaniyah, Sharbazher, Basneh, Hazar Kanian
Mountain, 35°54°06’N 45°33°57”’S, 2 males and
2 females, 3.V1.2023, 1900 m a.s.l. legit Farhad A.
Khudhur and examined by Pierpaolo Rapuzzi.

REMARKS. The species was first described by
Gustav Levrat (1858) from Turkey and is geograph-
ically widespread in the Middle East (Azerbaijan,
Cyprus, Iran, Iraq, Syria and Turkey). It was added
for the first time to the Iraqi fauna by Ozdikmen &
Ali (2012) based on preserved museum material
collected in May, 1981 from Erbil (Arbil) Province,
Haj Omaran, Rayat. Here we are adding a new lo-
cality which is located further south (more than 100
km) from Rayat Village.

Subfamilia LAMIINAE Latreille, 1825
Tribus LAMIINI Latreille, 1825
Genus Dorcadion Dalman, 1817
Subgenus Cribridorcadion Pic, 1901

Dorcadion (Cribrodorcadion) ringenbachi Ra-
puzzi et Sama, 2018 (Fig. 1)

MATERIAL EXAMINED. Iraq, Kurdistan Region,
Erbil, Choman, Weze Village, 36°42°29°N
44°23°32”E, 2 males, 7.V.2023, 2000 m a.s.1. leg.
Farhad A. Khudhur. Iraq, Kurdistan Region, Sulay-
maniyah, Sharbazher, Basneh, Hazar Kanian
Mountain, 35°54°06°N - 45°33°57”’S, 1 male,
3.V1.2023, 1900 m a.s.l. legit Farhad A. Khudhur
and examined by Pierpaolo Rapuzzi (Figs 3, 4).

REMARKS. This species was recently described

for the first time by Rapuzzi & Sama (2018), on the
bases of two specimens that were collected from
Iraqi Kurdistan, Erbil Province, Choman, Galala
district, 36°39'53"N 44°47'47"E, 14.V.2012 at 2560
m a.s.l., legit J.C. Ringenbach.

Tribus SAPERDINI Mulsant, 1839
Genus Phytoecia Dejean, 1835
Subgenus Paracoptosia Danilevsky, 2017

Phytoecia (Paracoptosia) urartica Kasatkin, 2015
(Fig. 2)

MATERIAL EXAMINED. Iraq, Kurdistan Region,
Sulaymaniyah, Sharbazher, Basneh, Hazar Kanian
Mountain, 35°54°06”N 45°33°57’S, 1 male,
3.V1.2023, 1900 m a.s.l. legit Farhad A. Khudhur
and examined by Pierpaolo Rapuzzi (Fig. 5).

REMARKS. This species was described by
Kasatkin (2015) from Turkey, Mus Province, 4 km
SW Varto Village, near Tagdibek, 17—18.V.2009.
Other specimens used for further description were
collected in Iran, West Azerbaijan Province, near
Piranshahr district, in 17.V.2015 at 2100 m a.s.l.,
and Azerbaijan, “Kaukasus, Lenkoran, v. Bode-
meyer”. Few records were reported later on from
West Iran, Azarbayjan-e Gharbi province and
Ardabil province (http://www.cerambyx.uochb.cz).

DISCUSSION

The most important piece of knowledge that we
are contributing in this article is the further South-
ern distributional range of these three species of Ce-
rambycidae. In previous works on the fauna of
Cerambycidae in Iraq, the records were mostly fo-
cused on the materials from the most Northern parts
of the Iraqi Kurdistan region in Duhok and Erbil
Provinces (Ozdikmen & Ali, 2017, Rapuzzi &
Sama, 2018). The Sulaymaniyah Province in the
south east of the region is slightly less surveyed
(Ozdikmen & Ali, 2012, Ozdikmen et al., 2014).
However, it may harbor several other species of
long horn beetles, since the province is more moun-
tainous from its Northern to its Southern borders.
Indeed there are several mountain picks above 2000
m a.s.l.

Related to the endemic Dorcadion (Cribrodor-
cadion) ringenbachi to the Iraqi Kurdistan territo-
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Figure 1. Dorcadion ringenbachi, Iraq, Kurdistan Region,
Sulaymaniyah, Sharbazher, Basneh, Hazar Kanian Moun-
tain.

ries (Rapuzzi & Sama, 2018), we are adding these
new localities of its distribution in both the
Provinces of Erbil and Sulaymaniyah. These find-
ings expand its distribution into a larger geograph-
ical area, since it remains endemic to Iraq
Kurdistan.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

We want to thank Dr. Markus Auer (Senckenberg
Naturhistorische Sammlungen Dresden, Germany),
Christian Langner (Westfélischer Zoologischer
Garten Miinster, Germany) for their cooperation
and their support during field trips to the Choman
area in Erbil province and Mrs. Magali Camax (St.

Figure 2. Phytoecia (Paracoptosia) urartica, Iraq, Kurdistan
Region, Sulaymaniyah, Sharbazher, Basneh, Hazar Kanian
Mountain.

Helier, Jersey, Channel Islands) for the review of
the English text. This paper is part of a doctoral
study project (F.A. Khudhur, Forest Ecology depart-
ment, Mendel University, Brno, Czech Republic),
which is dealing, in its broad aspect, with the bio-
diversity of insects in the forests of the Iraqi Kur-
distan Region.

REFERENCES

Danilevsky M.L., 2020. Catalogue of Palaearctic
Coleoptera, 6 (1), Chrysomeloidea I (Vesperidae,
Disteniidae, Cerambycidae). Brill, Boston, 712 pp.

Ismail S.I., 1983. Taxonomic study on the longhorned
borer beetles (Cerambycidae, Coleoptera) of Iraq.



40 PIERPAOLO RAPUZZI & FARHAD A. KHUDHUR

Baghdad University, Faculty of Science, Master the-
sis, 200 pp.

Ismail S.I., 2016. New Species of the Sub family Ceram-
bycinae (Coleoptera, Cerambycidae) from Iraq. Iraqi
Journal of Market Research and Consumer Protec-
tion, 8: 123-129.

Kasatkin D.G., 2015. A new species of the genus Phy-
toecia Dejean, 1835 (Coleoptera: Cerambycidae)
from the Near East. Caucasian Entomological Bul-
letin, 11: 4344,

Levrat G., 1858. Description de deux Coléoptéres nou-
veaux. Annales de la Société Linnéenne de Lyon
(nouvelle série), 5: 261-263.

Ozdikmen H. & Ali M.A., 2012. A Preliminary List for
Longhorned Beetles Fauna of Iraq with Additions to
the Palaearctic Catalogue of Lobl & Smetana (2010)
(Coleoptera: Cerambycidae). Munis Entomology &
Zoology Journal, 7: 174—183.

Ozdikmen H. & Ali M.A., 2017. Four genera and species
new for the fauna of Iraq with a new subspecies,
Pseudovadonia livida irakensis (Coleoptera: Ceram-

bycidae). Munis Entomology & Zoology Journal, 12:
375-379.

Ozdikmen H., Ali M.A. & El-Hamadani N., 2014. New
Records for Longhorned Beetles Fauna of Iraq
(Coleoptera: Cerambycidae). Pakistan Journal of Zo-
ology, 46: 267-270

Rapuzzi P. & Sama G., 2018. New taxa and notes on the
systematic of Paleartic longhorn-beetles (Coleoptera:
Cerambycidae). Munis Entomology & Zoology Jour-
nal, 13: 1-39.

Rossa R. & Goczat J., 2021. Global diversity and distri-
bution of longhorn beetles (Coleoptera: Cerambyci-
dae). The European Zoological Journal, 88: 289-302.
https://doi.org/10.1080/24750263.2021.1883129

Wang Q., 2017. Cerambycidae of the world: Biology and
pest management. London-New York: CRC Press,
Taylor & Francis Group, 628 pp.
https://doi.org/10.1201/b21851.

Website

http://www.cerambyx.uochb.cz



