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ABSTRACT

Some nomenclatural and taxonomic issues concerning Taiwanese species of Agrilus Curtis,

1825 (Coleoptera Buprestidae) are discussed. Based on the examination of type material,
the following taxonomic and nomenclatural acts are proposed: designation of lectotypes for

Agrilus hornianus Kerremans, 1912 and A. sauteri Kerremans, 1912; designation of a new

lectotype for A. nigricinctus Kerremans, 1912; synonymization of Agrilus hornianus
Kerremans, 1912 with 4. sauteri Kerremans, 1912, with the latter selected as the valid name
under Article 24.2 of the ICZN; and restoration of 4. motobuanus Fukutomi, 2006 to species
rank (stat. rev.). In addition, the occurrence of A. odetteae Baudon, 1968 in Taiwan is

considered doubtful and requires confirmation.
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INTRODUCTION

Continuing the study of the Agrilofauna
(Coleoptera Buprestidae) of the island of Taiwan
(Curletti & Ong, 2022a, 2022b, 2023, 2024; Curletti
& Gigli in press), we examined type material of
several species described by Kerremans.

In particular, the study of some syntypes and a
lectotype has resulted in the taxonomic and
nomenclatural acts proposed in this work.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The typical material examined in this work
comes from the following museums: MNHN,
Musée National d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris,
France; NMNS, National Museum of Natural
Science, Taichung, Taiwan; SDEI, Senckenberg

German Entomological Institute, Miincheberg,
Germany.

MATERIAL EXAMINED. SDEI Collection: Agrilus
hornianus Kerremans, 1912, syntype female; Agri-
lus sauteri Kerremans, 1912, syntype female; Agri-
lus nigricinctus Kerremans, 1912, syntype MNHN
Collection: Agrilus obscurecinctus Obenberger,
1935, lectotype and 1 paralectotype.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

Agrilus hornianus Kerremans, 1912 and A. sauteri
Kerremans, 1912

Taking into consideration the female syntypes of
A. hornianus and A. sauteri preserved in the SDEI,
which agree with Kerremans’ original description, the
following lectotypes are designated:
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Agrilus hornianus Kerremans: Formosa, VII.11
Taihorin ex Sauter, Kerremanns (sic) det., SDEI
#200037 (Figs. 1, 2).

Agrilus sauteri Kerremans: Formosa, [VI.11]
Kosempo, H. Sauter, Kerremanns (sic) det., SDEI
#200048 (Figs. 3, 4).

Concerning the newly designated lectotypes of
these two species, a careful examination did not reveal
distinct morphological characters that would allow
separation at the species level; therefore, the two
lectotypes are considered conspecific.

Consequently, the following
proposed.

synonymy is

Agrilus sauteri Kerremans 1912
= Agrilus hornianus Kerremans, 1912 syn. nov.

Because the two names were proposed in the same
work, acting as First Reviser we hereby give
precedence to Agrilus sauteri over A. hornianus
(ICZN 1999, Art. 24.2.2).
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Agrilus obscurecinctus Obenberger, 1935
= A. nigricinctus Kerremans, 1912
A. motobuanus Fukutomi, 2006

Kerremans (1912) described A. nigricinctus from
Taihorin (now Dalin Township), a locality on the
island of Formosa, now Taiwan (Fig. 5).

Obenberger (1935) established the homonymy
with 4. nigrocinctus Saunders, 1874 (junior primary
homonym for identical variant spellings, Article 58.12
of the ICZN) and proposed the replacement name
obscurecinctus.

Jendek (2012) designated the lectotype and
paralectotype of A. obscurecinctus, choosing alleged
syntypes deposited in the MNHN, both of which only
report the locality “Formosa” without further, more
precise, indications (Figs. 6, 7).

In the revision of the A. spectabilis species-group
(Jendek, 2013), based on the lectotype fixed in the
previous year, Jendek synonymized Agrilus
motobuanus Fukutomi, 2006 with A. obscurecinctus.

Kerremans (1912) did not explicitly indicate that
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Figures 1, 2. Agrilus hornianus, lectotype. Fig. 1: lectotype. Fig. 2: lectotype label. Figures 3, 4. Agrilus sauteri,
lectotype. From NMNS web site. Fig. 3: lectotype. Fig. 4: lectotype label.



Updates on Taiwan Agrilofauna (Coleoptera, Buprestidae). Part 6 151

Agrilus nigricinctus nov. sp. — Long. 9; larg. 2 millim, —
Allongé, atténué en arriére, téte cuivreuse, obscure en arriére,
antennes noires; pronotum vert doré, avec une large tache obscure
w milieu du disque; élytres vert émeraude largement bordés de
aoir le long de la suture, plus étroitement le long de la marge
latérale, avec un point blanc de part et d’autre, situé au quart
postérieur, contre la suture; dessous noir, légérement plombé
couvert d’une pulvérulence blanche. Téte plane, vertez bombé
ot finement sillonné; pronotum presque carré, aussi large en
avant qu’en arriére, les cotés faiblement arqués, couvert de rides
sinueuses et transversales, le disque et les cotés impressionnés,
a caréne postéro-latérale & peine sensible; écusson caréné, noir;
élytres trés finement granuleux, séparément et largement arrondis
au sommet. — Taihorin (Juillet 1911).

Figure 5. Agrilus nigricinctus original description
(Kerremans (1912).

the description was based on a single specimen,
although he provided a single set of measurements
(length 9 mm, width 2 mm). Therefore, following
ICZN Recommendation 73F, the original material is
here treated as a syntype series.

Previously, Jendek (2012) designated a specimen
deposited in MNHN as the lectotype. However, this
designation is invalid under Article 74.2 of the ICZN.

The MNHN specimen bears the label data “Formosa,
19127 (Fig. 5), which strictly contradicts the original
description (Fig. 6), stating the type locality and date
as “Taihorin (Juillet 1911)”. The designation
apparently fails because the specimen is not part of the
original type series, so it cannot be the syntype.

A specimen consistent with Kerremans’s original
textual data and measurements was located in the
SDEI collection. To stabilize the nomenclature, we
hereby designate this SDEI specimen as the valid
lectotype of 4. nigricinctus (Fig. 7, label Fig. 8).

Agrilus nigricinctus Kerremans, 1912 new lectotype
designation (SDEI, no. #200042)

The newly proposed lectotype is morphologically
distinct from the invalid lectotype designated by
Jendek (2012). The two species can be distinguished
by the elytral pubescent spots, the pronotal lines, and
the different proportions of the head and pronotum.
Consequently, based on Jendek’s paper, his
interpretation of A. obscurecinctus is conspecific with
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Figures 6-9. Agrilus nigricinctus. Fig. 6: invalid lectotype MNHN. Fig. 7: label of the invalid
lectotype MNHN. Fig. 8. new proposed lectotype SDEIL. Fig. 9: label of proposed lectotype SDEI.
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A. motobuanus Fukutomi, 2006. The invalid lectotype
designated by Jendek is herein identified as A.
motobuanus. As a result, 4. motobuanus is removed
from synonymy and restored to species rank.

Agrilus motobuanus Fukutomi, 20006 stat. rev.
Agrilus odetteae Baudon, 1968

This species was originally described from Laos
and subsequently reported from China, India,
Vietnam, and Taiwan (Jendek & Grebennikov, 2011;
Jendek, 2013). This species is very similar to Agrilus
nigricinctus Kerremans sensu Jendek, 2012, with
which it can easily be confused. No Taiwanese
specimens have been examined by the authors. The
occurrence of this species in Taiwan has not been
confirmed; therefore, we consider its presence on the
island to be doubtful and to require further
confirmation.
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