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ABSTRACT Phytoecia (Musaria) viadyslavi Lazarev et Skrylnyk, 2022 was originally described as a sub-
species of P. (Musaria) puncticollis (Faldermann, 1837) based on a single male specimen
from Jordan. The examination of additional material from Jordan, including both males and
females, together with comparative material from Israel and Syria, allows a reassessment of
its taxonomic status. All examined specimens from Jordan consistently exhibit completely
separated upper and lower eye lobes, a stable morphological character not observed in P.
puncticollis sensu stricto. On this basis, P. viadyslavi is here elevated to species rank (status
novus), and the female is described for the first time. Specimens from Israel and Syria, pre-
viously attributed to P. puncticollis, are morphologically close to P. viadyslavi but differ con-
sistently in coloration, pubescence, punctation, and proportions of the antennae and legs.
These populations are described as a new subspecies, P. (Musaria) vladyslavi friedmani n.
ssp. Diagnostic characters separating the new subspecies from the nominotypical form are
provided. The observed pattern suggests geographically structured differentiation within P
vladyslavi in the Middle East.
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INTRODUCTION Phytoecia (Musaria) puncticollis (Faldermann,
1837) has long been regarded as a widespread and

The genus Phytoecia Dejean, 1835 (Coleoptera  morphologically variable species.

Cerambycidae Lamiinae) includes numerous mor-
phologically similar species and species groups,
in which subtle but stable characters are often re-
quired for reliable taxonomic identification.
Within this genus the subgenus Musaria Thomson,
1864 comprises taxa characterized by elongated
bodies, dense pubescence, and marked sexual di-
morphism.

Lazarev & Skrylnyk (2022) described P. punc-
ticollis vladyslavi Lazarev et Skrylnyk, 2022 from
Jordan based on a single male specimen. Subse-
quent examination of additional material from Jor-
dan, as well as specimens from Israel and Syria
traditionally attributed to P. puncticollis, revealed
consistent morphological differences to clarify the
status of P. viadyslavi, to describe the female for
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the first time, and to establish a new subspecies for
populations occurring in Israel and Syria.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

Specimens were examined using a Wild TYP
308700 stereomicroscope. The systematic arrange-
ment follows Danilevsky (2020). Measurements
were taken with an ocular micrometer and refer to
body length from the anterior margin of the head to
the elytral apex.

Photographs of preserved specimens were taken
using an Olympus Stylus Tough TG-4 digital cam-
era. Images of live specimens and habitats were ob-
tained with a Canon EOS 60D equipped with an
18-135 mm zoom lens.

ACRONYMS. CPR: Pierpaolo Rapuzzi private
collection, Prepotto (Udine), Italy. EOC: Eylon Or-
bach private collection, Qiryat Tivon, Israel.

Phytoecia (Musaria) vladyslavi Lazarev et

Skrylnyk, 2022 (Figs. 3, 4)

Phytoecia (Musaria) puncticollis viadyslavi Lazarev
et Skrylnyk, 2022: 1521-1526.

TYPE LoCALITY. Jordan: 13 km WSW Madaba,
Qullat Umm Rustim Mountains.

Diagnosis. This species differs from P. puncti-
collis by the complete separation of the upper and
lower eye lobes, which in P. puncticollis are con-
nected by one or more rows of ommatidia. Addi-
tional differences include body proportions and
pubescence pattern.

DESCRIPTION OF THE FEMALE. Female similar to
male in general coloration and pubescence. Elytra
wider and more parallel-sided; antennae shorter,
reaching approximately the apical third of the ely-
tra. Legs shorter and stouter. Abdomen broader,
without evident secondary sexual characters.

MATERIAL EXAMINED. JORDAN ¢ 1 spm female;
10 km N Laban (Karak/Tafila); 26 Mar. 1987; M.
Bologna legit (CPR). JORDAN ¢ 1 spm female;
Amman, Mount Nebo; 700 m; 6 Apr. 2002; S. Ziani
legit (CPR). JORDAN ¢ 1 spm male; Wadi el-Hasa,
6 km W of Aina; 30°54’N 35°42’E; 700 m; 29 Mar.
2005; J. Klir legit (CPR).

Phytoecia (Musaria) vladyslavi friedmani n. ssp.
(Figs. 1, 2)
https://zoobank.org/A363F327-361F-4962-B708-
9DB8|3AF20E4

TYPE LOCALITY. Israel: Mount Hermon.

MATERIAL EXAMINED. Holotype. ISRAEL « 1
spm male; Mount Hermon; 20 Apr. 1981; We-
walka legit (CPR). Paratypes. ISRAELe 1 spm
male; Lower Galilee, Mizpe Elot Nature Reserve;
14 Mar 2015; E. Orbach legit (EOC). ISRAEL « 1
spm female; Mount Hermon; 20 Apr. 1981; We-
walka legit (CPR). SYRIA ¢ 1 spm male; Homs,
Krak des Chevaliers; 28 Apr. 1982; J. Lorenc legit
(CPR). SYRIA ¢ 1 spm female; Jebel Ansariya,
Jisr Ash-Shughur; 23 Apr. 1989; P. Rapuzzi legit
(CPR).

DiaGnNosis. The new subspecies is closely re-
lated to P. viadyslavi but differs from the nomino-
typical form by the presence of reddish coloration
on the head, pronotum, and legs, sparser pronotal
punctation, denser recumbent ashy pubescence on
the scutellum, brownish erect setae, and generally
more slender antennae and legs.

DESCRIPTION OF THE HOLOTYPE. Length 20.0
mm). Head slightly wider than long; frons sub-
quadrate, densely clothed with long, erect brownish
setae. A shallow median furrow extends from the
clypeal region to the anterior margin of the prono-
tum. Ground colour predominantly red, with black-
ish areas around the antennal insertions and
posteriorly near the pronotal margin. Eye lobes
completely separated. Antennae short and slender,
not reaching the apical quarter of the elytra; entirely
black. Pubescence sparse, with a small apical tuft
of erect setae on each antennomere.

Pronotum wider than larger (ratio about 1.5:1);
sides weakly rounded. Surface densely punctate,
punctures coarse but mostly isolated, separated by
narrow interspaces. Pubescence composed of erect
black setae, denser laterally.

Scutellum short, slightly wider than long,
densely covered with short, recumbent, ashy
pubescence. Elytra black, elongate, moderately
parallel-sided. Punctation coarse and dense in the
basal third, becoming finer toward the apex.
Pubescence semi-recumbent basally, fully recum-
bent apically. Elytral apex slightly rounded exter-
nally.
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Figures 1, 2. Phytoecia (Musaria) viadyslavi friedmani n. ssp, Israel, Mount Hermon, 20.IV.1981, Wewalka
leg. Fig. 1: holotype male. Fig. 2: paratype female (CPR). Figure 3, 4. Phytoecia (Musaria) vladyslavi Lazarev
et Skrylnyk, 2022. Fig. 3: male specimen, Jordan, Wadi el-Hasa, 6 km W of Aina, 700 m, 29.111.2005, J. Klir
leg. (CPR). Fig. 4: female specimen, Jordan, Amman, Mount Nebo, 700 m, 6.1V.2002, S. Ziani leg. (CPR).
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Legs relatively slender. Fore tibiae and basal
part of fore femora reddish; middle femora with
small reddish apical markings; hind legs mostly
black. Middle and hind femora with a fringe of
short golden setae apically.

Abdomen predominantly black, with variable
reddish markings along the lateral margins of the
apical segments.

VARIABILITY. The paratypes have no substantial
morphological differences with the holotype de-
scribed. Length: males = 18.5-21.0 mm, females
=16.0-17.0 mm. Males with pygidium reddish or
black. Female is similar to male but with elytra
wider and more parallel-sided, antennae shorter,
legs stouter, abdomen broader.

ETyMoLOGY. The new subspecies is dedicated to
Dr Ariel-Leib-Leonid Friedman (Steinhardt Mu-
seum of Natural History, Tel Aviv University) in
recognition of his contributions to the study of
Coleoptera.

DISTRIBUTION. The nominotypical subspecies P.
viadyslavi viadyslavi is currently known only from
Jordan. Phytoecia viadyslavi friedmani n. ssp. is
known from Israel and Syria.
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