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ABSTRACT

The recent capture of two specimens of Scalloped ribbonfish, Zu cristatus Bonelli, 1819

(Lampriformes Trachipteridae) in the Gulf of Cagliari (South Sardinia, Italy) is here described

and meristic data are reported.
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INTRODUCTION

The Scalloped ribbonfish Zu cristatus (Bonelli,
1820) (Lampriformes Trachipteridae) is a meso-
pelagic and cosmopolitan species, inhabiting the
Mediterranean Sea, Azores and Madeira in the At-
lantic, Pacific and Indian Oceans (Duléi¢, 2002;
Bianco et al., 2006). In the Mediterranean Sea,
records of Z. cristatus are relatively rare (Bianco et
al., 2006): it has been reported in the Adriatic and
Ligurian Sea, central and south-eastern Tyrrhenian
Sea, off the coasts of Spain and North Africa (Zene-
tos et al., 2015; Falsone et al., 2017; Tiralongo et
al., 2019).

MATERIAL AND METHODS

During the summer 2021 fishing season, two
specimens of Z. cristatus (Figs. 1, 2) were acciden-
tally caught on 24 of July in the Gulf of Cagliari
(South Sardinia, Italy) 12 miles off the coast
(39°03°20.2”N 9°19°29.3”E), by using a trawl net

aimed at catching red prawns. Samples were trans-
ported to the wholesale fish market in Cagliari
where individuals were identified by the Veterinary
Public Health and Food Security Service of the Re-
gion of Sardinia. The two specimens were exam-
ined and measured by visual inspection using the
available expertise of the Veterinarians. Morpho-
metric and meristic characters were recorded ac-
cording to the methods described by Strauss &
Bond (1990).

RESULTS

The distinctive characters of the two specimens
were represented by a total length of 72 cm (Fig. 1)
and 68 cm (Fig. 2). The body was elongated and com-
pressed, with a sinuous ventral profile and abdominal
region higher than the caudal region. The skin was
covered with clear cycloid scales. The head was short
with a small and protractile mouth and presence of
robust conical and pointed teeth. The red dorsal fin
was very long with the first 6-8 rays separated from
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Figures 1, 2. The two specimens of Z. cristatus accidentally caught in the Gulf of Cagliari
(South Sardinia, Italy) by using a trawl net.

each other. The brownish caudal fin was fan-shaped,
and the red pectoral fins were very small with a hor-
izontal base. The specimens presented silvery col-
oration with the presence of a few incomplete dark
bands on the trunk. On the contrary, complete dark
bands were more visible in the caudal region.

DISCUSSION

A new finding of two specimens of scalloped
ribbonfish in the Italian waters confirms the widen-
ing of its distribution in the Mediterranean Sea. To
the best of our knowledge, this is the first record of
the scalloped ribbonfish off the coasts of Sardinia
(Italy). This record extends the known distribution
of Zu cristatus and highlights the importance of the
geographical position of the Gulf of Cagliari in
monitoring the spread of mesopelagic species in the
Central Mediterranean Sea.
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