
















Figure 19. Lot of  “Trochus clathratus” (MNHM i 26782): original label with handwrited of Andrea Aradas,  
original vial and other recent labels. Figure 20. Topotype (AVC), SEM photographed. 
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over, as reported by Reitano & Scuderi (2021), the 
only species in Putzeysia really similar to P. 
clathara  for teleoconch sculpture and general 
shape is P. cillisi, recently described from Madeira, 
but this latter has teleoconch whorls less flattened 
on the top with a much coarser sculpture and a 
more flattened protoconch. Its bathymetrical dis-
tribution is not very clear on account of data re-
ported in the original description by Segers et al. 
(2009). In fact, in “Distribution and biotope” they 
reported P. cillisi for depths comprised between 15 
and 350m, but the only indications of collecting 
depths among type and other materials examined 
are 75 and 190 m, while no mentions to 15 or 350 
m depths are furnished, being materials from the 
CANCAP expedition, from which probably they 
derive, not complete with specific depth data. As a 
consequence, we only suppose that P. cillisi could 
be linked to more shallow biocoenosis, as the re-
cently described P. rickyi, while both P. wiseri and 
P. clathrata are contemporaneously present in the 
same Early Pleistocene bathyal sediments of Sicily 
and Calabria, associated with white corals bio-
coenosis (Aradas, 1847; Seguenza 1876; Guidastri 
et al., 1984; Micali & Villari, 1989; Micali & Vil-
lari, 1991; Vazzana, 1996). 

A fossil species reported as P. cfr. clathrata from 
late Miocene bathyal sediments with white corals 
of the Baetic Cordillera (Spain) (Barrier et al., 
1991), represents the first fossil record of the genus 
Putzeysia. In this last paper, the shell reported on 
fig. 4, n. 2, however, has greater similarities with P. 
cillisi: as could be argued from the pictures, it 
shares with P. clathrata a globular and solid shell 
with flattened whorls on the top, the spiral cords 
that starts with two cords (a third one would seem 
to run along the suture), sculpture forming rectan-
gular interspaces between ribs and cords and a low 
number of axial ribs on the body whorl. Since we 
have no other data related to this species and since 
a gap still exist in the fossil records related to 
Putzeysia in the Mediterranean Pliocene, we prefer 
to consider it as a new undescribed species, differ-
ent from P. clathrata s.s. 

Putting together all these facts, P. clathara can-
not be considered as merely synonym of P. wiseri, 
but as a different, valid species and, as a conse-
quence, its status as typetaxon of genus Putzeysia 
has never been ascertained as invalid by means of 
no published data.  

A final note should be added to the inappropriate 
way of working of international authorities which, 
in recent times, always more frequently take their 
official taxonomic positions without basing their 
operations of synonymization on no true officially 
published papers, generating taxonomical instabil-
ity and confusions. 
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